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Northborough Strip Mall Fire Called Arson 

 
State Fire Marshal Stephen D. Coan, Northborough Fire Chief David M. Durgin, 
Northborough Police Chief Mark K. Leahy and Special Agent In-Charge Glenn N. 
Anderson announced the most probable cause of the March 25, 2008 fire at the 
Northborough Shopping Center is arson. The fire started around 3 a.m. at a strip mall 
located at 243 West Main Street, Northborough and destroyed five businesses: O’Brien’s 
5 and 10, Brown’s TV and Appliance, Northborough Desi Supermarket, Garabedian 
Jeweler’s and Queen Bead and Gifts. 
 
Coan said, “As the investigation moves from the cause and origin phase to the criminal 
phase, we ask members of the public to please call the arson hotline at 1-800-682-9229 if 
they saw or heard anything around the time of the fire, or since the fire, that could help.” 
The Arson Hotline is part of the Arson Watch Reward Program sponsored by the 
property and casualty insurance companies of Massachusetts. He added, “The Arson 
Watch Reward Program provides rewards of up to $5,000 for information that helps to 
solve an arson fire. Many, many cases are solved by a lead or tip that comes from the 
community itself.” 
 
Chief Durgin said, “Arson is not a victimless crime and it impacts the entire community.” 
He added, “It is quite a blow to this town to lose five small businesses during these tough 
economic times. These five business contributed to the economic health and vitality of 
our community.” 
 
The fire is being jointly investigated by the Northborough Fire Department, 
Northborough Police Department, State Police assigned to the Office of the State Fire 
Marshal and the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), 
Boston Field Division. 
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